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Calling all SJAATG members!  Our annual Spring Professional Day is 

soon approaching.  This yearÕs workshop will be presented by Nathan 

Hammond. 

Nathan was born in the US, but grew up in Vienna, Austria from age 3-

18.  He attended or taught in the Austrian, American, Canadian, 

International, and Chinese School System. Currently Nathan teaches 

German at Central York High School through TPRS and incorporating 

technology. 

 

Apr il/May 

Time and location TBD. 

Details of the workshop will be available soon. Look out for an email 

announcement or check our webpage at www.sjaatg.org.  

Spring Professional Day! 
“TPRS and Technology” 

January 2009 

National German Exam 
Chapter Testing Committee 

Testing Chair        Vasiliki Matthew 
     Southern Regional High School, Manahawkin NJ 

Committee Members     Angela Bacher 
     Washington Township High School, Sewell NJ 
     James Rushing 
     Rutgers University, Camden NJ 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

JANUARY 
Deutschlehrertreffen  
Informal networking session 
Clementon, NJ 

 

FEBRUARY 
Deutschlehrertreffen 
Informal networking session 
Deptford, NJ 

 

MARCH 

Fasching 
Vineland High School North 
Vineland, NJ 
 

APRIL 
Sprachfest 
Washington Township High School 
Sewell, NJ 

 

MAY 
Spring Professional Day 
April 2009 

 

MAY 
Filmabend 
Gateway Regional High School 
Woodbury Heights, NJ 
 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  
Get involved! 
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SJAATG 
Executive Board 
 
Presi dent 
Erika Cowdr ight  
Vineland High School North 
Ecowdright@vineland.org 
 
Vi ce President  
Evagelia Lyras  
Shawnee High School 
elyras@lrhsd.org 
 
Treasurer   
Laura Hanley  
Toms River High School 
lhanley@trschools.com 
 
Secretary   
Kelli  Colflesh 
Clearview Regional High School 
kcolflesh@hotmail .com 
 
 

 

Friendly Reminder: Yearly Dues for SJAATG 
Membership are due. Please make checks payable 
to SJAATG and sent your $10 payment to:  

Laura R. Hanley 
Toms River High School 
2008 Ravenwood Dr 
Toms River, NJ 08753 We’re on the Web 

sjaatg.org 

KŠthe Wi lson Scholarship  
 

Each year one Delta Epsilon Phi member is awarded the KŠthe Wi lson Scholarship. This scholarship covers a 
three-week study tr ip and international flight to Germany.  This scholarship is named in honor of KŠthe Wilson, 
founder of Delta Epsi lon Phi.  The trip is organized through the AATG/ PAD Summer-Study Program. Not 
covered are transportation to and from participant's home to the gateway departure city and return, passport 
fees, and excess baggage charges.  The student selected will  spend three weeks in Germany with a host 
family, attend Gymnasium (senior  high school) classes and par ticipate in excursions. 

Each Chapter Sponsor may recommend ONLY ONE candidate for the scholarship each year. 

Application deadl ine: February 1, 2009.  

Winner will be announced by the end of March. 

For scholarship information, visit http:/ / www.aatg.org/ content/ view/ 246/ 35/  
For scholarship application, go to http:/ / www.aatg.org/ media/ KatheWi lsonScholarship.doc 
Please cal l 856-795-5553 and ask for Martha Blackburn or email  martha@aatg.org if you have any questions. 

SJAATG Website wants to feature YOU!  
 

South Jersey High Schools Ð Student Exchange 
Does your High School have an Exchange Program with a German 
speaking country? If so we would like to feature you on our SJAATG 
website. Please provide an overview on how long the program has 
been in existence, who organizes it, which school the exchange is 
held with, time of year, etc.  
 

Send information to:  Ecowdright@vineland.org  
SJAATG Chapter President 
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There are teachers from Germany who are sponsored by a Fulbright grant and have been selected by 
the German Fulbright Commission. This program has been in effect for a number of years in a variety 
of forms. Having worked with prior groups of German teachers, I can attest to the fact that they are 
intelligent, hardworking and have fine senses of humor. This year 20‐24 teachers will spend two 
weeks with us at Penn State, focusing on American school issues and visiting urban, rural and 
suburban schools. Then they will travel to the various school sites to spend two days in a school 
where they can meet with teachers, students and administrators, as well as observe daily school life. 
They will then move to another school within a couple hundred miles to replicate the process. All of 
these teachers hope to establish a relationship between their schools and the schools which they 
visit, one that will be able to lead to further teacher exchanges and, possibly student visits. Thus, any 
school selected must have a course of courses with some European focus such as German language, 
World Languages, World History, World Cultures and a willingness to explore exchange possibilities. 
Accepting a teacher is NOT a commitment to such exchanges, but, rather, a willingness to consider 
such exchanges. Exchanges might be done electronically such as reading the same book and 
discussing it on‐line or through a discussion forum like Skype, or include actual physical exchanges. 
Teachers will provide their own transportation to and from the district. Their lodging can vary. Many 
would hope to have two nights of home stays, since they get to engage in a larger part of American 
life. However, if that isn’t possible, they will be fine staying in a local bed & breakfast or hotel/motel. 
It would be nice if the visiting teachers could go to some school event in an evening and/or have a 
little welcoming reception thrown for them, but that isn’t required either. Most of the teachers teach 
English in Germany, but some teach geography, science, or math. Once we find a “match”, which 
would be in mid to late January, we will inform the teachers of their host school and identify a 
contact person. The teachers would then contact their intended school with 
questions/introductions/comments and we would hope that a dialogue would ensue. So, in 
summation, 

A school needs to have two things:  

1. Some European focus in the context of the curriculum  
2. A willingness to explore teacher and student exchanges (in any form) between the German and 
American school. 

The host school must be willing to have the teacher in the school April 13‐14 and 15‐16. Teachers 
will depart for Germany on April 17. 

Murry Nelson 
Professor Emeritus of Education and American Studies 
Penn State University 

Fulbright Grant! 

Murry Nelson  
168 Chambers Building  
University Park, PA 16802 

Office Telephone (814) 865‐6321  
E‐mail mrn2@psu.edu 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Upcoming Events for SJAATG 
Keep your calendars open for these upcoming SJAATG events.  Stay active with the German 
language and get involved!  More information about these events will follow throughout the 
year and on the website www.sjaatg.org . 
 

FEBRUARY 
Wednesday, February 18, 2009 – Deutschlehrertreffen, 7:00pm – 9:00pm 
Adelphia Restaurant, 1750 Clements Bridge Rd, Woodbury, NJ 08096 
Informal evening of chatting and networking for support on the issues of teaching German today. Focus of the 
evening: What are teachers of German doing to support their German programs? How are you raising funds? Share 
your ideas, what worked and what did not, É Field trips to enhance the program, information on Exchange 
Programs, summer travel, etc. 
 

MARCH 
Friday, March 6, 2009—Fasching at Vineland High School from 6:00p.m. to 9:00p.m. For the fourth year, VHS 
German Club will host Fasching, a costume party celebrating the Karneval Masquerade traditions of Germany.  
The event will feature German carnival songs, traditional dances and include a German Dinner, including a large 
selection of traditional German entrees as well as a dessert buffet.  The cost is $15.00 per person.  For more 
information, please contact Erika Cowdright,  Ecowdright@vineland.org.  

 

APRIL 
Saturday, April 4, 2009—Sprachfest at Washington Twp High School from 9:00a.m. to 1:00p.m. 
Washington Township High School, Hurffville-Cross Keys Rd., Sewell, NJ 08080 
Sprachfest is a day-long series of competitions, which highlight the German language and culture in a multitude of 
events that include baking contests using specific German recipes, poster, T-shirt designs, vocal and instrumental 
performances, as well as spelling, vocabulary, number and geography bees. The German language is also heard in 
skits, poetry recitation and in the most difficult contests - the Junior and Senior Culture bowls. This event is open 
to both Middle School and High School German students! The cost will be 7 dollars per student. This cost includes 
lunch and a t-shirt! For more information, please contact Angela Bacher, ABacher@wtps.org.  

 

MAY 
SJAATG Spring Professional Workshop Ð Details will follow in the near future! 

 
MAY 

May, 2009ÑFilmabend at Gateway Regional High School from 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  The film and cost of the 
event will be announced at a later date.  For more information, please contact Kipp Matalucci, 
KMatalucci@aol.com.  
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20th Anniversary of Fall of Berlin Wall Exhibition: “Traces in Today’s Berlin” 
In time for the 20th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall, the Goethe-Institut is presenting an exhibition with 
Òphotographic search for Traces in TodayÕs Berlin.Ó The exhibition is based on photos taken by students of the University of 
Paderborn as part of a seminar they attended. The exhibition has images and texts in both German and English. In addition, 
under the auspices of the Goethe-Institut San Francisco, teaching materials to supplement the exhibit are made available, in 
limited number on CD and for download at http:/ / www.norcal.aatg.org/ mauer.html 
 

26 January – 13 February 2009: Millersville University, Millersville, PA 
(for more information, please contact Susanne Nimmrichter at susanne.nimmrichter@millersville.edu) 
 

25 February – 30 March 2009: Queens Library, New York, NY 
89-11 Merrick Boulevards, Jamaica, NY 11432, Tel: 718.990.0700 
Library opening times: Mon-Fri 10-9, Sat 10-5:30, Sun 12-5 
http:/ / www.queenslibrary.org/ index.aspx?page_nm=irc-programs 
 
 

“Neuer Blick, Neue Stimmen: Interkulturelles Leben und Wirken”  
Berlin, June 28-July 12, 2009 
 

This two-week seminar, conducted in German, seeks to further an understanding and appreciation of the breadth of diversity 
found in the German population.  Through many activities, ranging from experiencing first-hand BerlinÕs international cuisine 
to conversations with political and social activists, participants will gather new materials and gain new insights into what it 
means to live in a society that is becoming more and more diverse.  Participants will meet with representatives from 
governmental and non-governmental agencies and organizations that represent the interests of many in BerlinÕs diverse 
population.  Participants also will focus on articulating new classroom goals and strategies, and on developing new classroom 
units and teaching models that integrate new perspectives gained during the seminar. The seminar includes all program costs 
and materials, public transportation within Berlin, and room and breakfast for the two-week program.  Participants will receive 
a stipend of $400.00 toward transportation from the United States to Berlin. http:/ / www.aatg.org/ content/ view/ 578/ 34/  
 
 

Foreign Language Educators of NJ Spring Conference 
German Immersion Day: March 20, 2009 
 

Join us as Hank Schwab leads us through the theory and technique of TPR, with some demonstration, ample practice and time 
for lesson development. New to TPR? Been at it for while and need a refresher or want to get the latest? Join us as we learn and 
share ways to invigorate our classrooms with a methodology that engages learners and enhances achievement all while 
immersed in the German language. 
$135 includes lunch and materials 
 

Saturday March 21, 2009 
 

Workshops for German teachers: 
1. Warum Warten Wir?- the web as anchor text. Enhancing 
student learning by structuring language lessons around 
websites, blogs and podcasts to enrich traditional teaching. 
2. Think Globally Act Locally- The challenge and potential of 
aligning our curricula to the Common European Framework 
of Reference for Languages: teaching German today to 
prepare our students for tomorrow.  
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8:00-9:00 Registration/ Exhibitors/ Continental Breakfast 
9:00-9:45 Business Meeting/ Professional Awards &  Mini-Grants 
9:45-10:45 Keynote Address 
10:45-11:30 Exhibitors 
11:30-12:45 Workshop Session I 
12:45-2:00 Lunch 
2:00-3:15 Workshop Session II 

 



 

 

 

Akademie fuer DeutschlandStudien in Lutherstadt Wittenberg (Germany) 
June 14 to July 6, 2009 
 

 The DAAD Center for German &  European Studies at the University of Minnesota (CGES) is again offering its summer 
fellowship program for K-12 teachers of German. The 2009 Akademie fuer DeutschlandStudien is open to teachers from anywhere 
in the continental United States. Focus is on German culture and society. Ten fellowships are available. Fellows will attend two 
workshops at the University of Minnesota and spend three weeks at the Institut fuer deutsche Sprache und Kultur in Lutherstadt 
Wittenberg (former East Germany). Program highlights include living with a German host family, visiting German schools, 
studying German culture and history in the city that produced Martin Luther and Melanchton, plus excursions to Berlin and 
Leipzig. The Wittenberg program is heavily subsidized. All selected applicants receive full fellowships that include tuition and 
fees, room and board with a German host family, and in-country trips to Berlin and Leipzig; international RT airfare to Berlin 
will be subsidized with up to $1,000; out-of-area teachers will also receive a subsidy to attend the Minnesota workshops. 
Fellowship application materials available at the Center's website at 
http:/ / www.cges.umn.edu/ fellowships/ sprachakademie.htm                                    Application deadline: January 20, 2009. 
There is no application fee.  Registration fee for teachers admitted into the program: $800 (non-refundable).  
 

MUTPED - Mündliche Kompetenz im Unterricht amerikanischer High-Schools;  
Theorie, Praxis, Evaluierung und Didaktik for high school teachers and graduate students who plan to teach K-12 German 
Leipzig, June 13 – July 11, 2009 
 

This four-week seminar, conducted in German, will focus on: the theoretical basics of the acquisition of communicative 
competence, methods of performance measurement and the evaluation of oral skills, as well as methodology for teaching 
German as a foreign language. Participants will also become aware of their own acquisition of oral skills with help of 
conversation units, thereby improving their language skills. Intercultural interaction and knowledge of daily life in Germany 
are other important components of the seminar.  
Participants will have the opportunity to acquire three graduate credits (postgraduate ECTS-Leistungspunkte) through a final 
exam at the University of Leipzig and to take the ACTFL Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI).  Separate fees are required for 
ECTS credits and the OPI certificate, which are not covered by the scholarship.  
The seminar includes all program costs and materials, and room and breakfast for the four week program.  Also covered are 
excursions and cultural events, a city tour, and transportation costs in Leipzig.  Participants will be responsible for paying their 
own roundtrip transportation from the United States to Leipzig.  
http:/ / www.aatg.org/ content/ view/ 443/ 34/  

 
EIKK - Die Entwicklung von interkultureller Kompetenz im Kontext DaF;  
Leipzig, July 18 – August 1, 2009 
This two-week seminar, conducted in German, will focus on the development of goals, teaching models and evaluation in the 
field of intercultural competence and intercultural understanding.  Themes include: What is intercultural competence? How 
and why do we engage ourselves with it in DaF instruction? How can intercultural competence and the ability to engage in 
intercultural communication be taught/ transmitted? How can intercultural competence be documented and assessed?  
The seminar includes all program costs and materials, and room and breakfast for the two-week program. Also covered are 
excursions and cultural events, a city tour, and transportation costs in Leipzig. Participants will receive a stipend of $400 
toward transportation from the United States to Leipzig. Participants are encouraged to attend the Internationale Tagung der 
Deutschlehrerinnen und Deutschlehrer, which begins in Jena/ Weimar on August 3 (see http:/ / www.idt-2009.de). 
http:/ / www.aatg.org/ content/ view/ 441/ 34/  
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Teach Europe Sem i nar !!! 

In its 6th year the Teach Europe program offers yearly workshop seminars intending to provide par ticipants 
with fair and updated information about the European Union, i ts multicultural nature, i ts economy, role and 
impact on today's world, and its relations with the United States. It is a unique chance for special ists of the 
European Union and educators to meet and exchange knowledge and experience. 

The Teach Europe seminars are designed for high school teachers of Languages, Social Studies, and Art. No 
previous training in European studies is necessary. Each set of four  workshops will be preceded by a keynote 
speech setting the main themes for the day and will  be followed by a convivial European lunch and a panel 
discussion to open up the debate. At every seminar day, participants will work with professors and wil l be 
exposed to innovative teaching strategies. Upon completion of the program, CEUs or  Credit Hours will  be 
granted to the par ticipants. 

February, 5th 2009 
Rutgers University                                   More details at: http:/ / www.teacheurope.org/  

 
 

Are your feeling left out of the language loop?  Are 
you looking for ways to get more involved? 

Come join us as we work together to support and 
enhance the learning of language, history and culture 
in the German-speaking countries. Be a part of the 
dynamic community of German teachers in your 

region and enjoy the many benefits AATG offers you! 
 

A Note from the Secretary 
 
 
 

2009 NJEA Conventi on Cal l  for Sessi ons  
 

The 2009 NJEA convention is scheduled to be held November 5-6, 2009 at Atlantic City Convention Center. 
Call  for Sessions are now being accepted. The deadline for submission is February, 15, 2009. People 
interested in being considered should email  the proposal packed (pages 14-17) to Dr. Joan Jensen at 
dr j j ensen@yahoo.com .Dowload the Proposal Packet at http:/ / www.flenj.org/ Publications/ ?issue=98 
 

SJ  

2009 I nternati onal e Tagung der Deutschl ehreri nnen und Deutschl ehrer  
 

Jena/ Wei m ar,  August 2-6, 2009                                                 Extended Deadl i ne for  proposal s: 30.04.2009 
Links for more information:  Web: www.idt-2009.de              

Beitragsbeschreibungen: http:/ / idt2009.abstract-management.de/ index.php 
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